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currence in other and later copies throws suspi-
cion upon its genuineness.

But on what principle ? We know it is much
easier to erase than it is to interpolate. Josephus
wrote more for others than for his own people, and
when a copy of his work came into the hands of
the Jews, they might have judged this passage
fitted to popularize the facts they were most anx-
ious to cover up, and so erased it that it should
not appear in copies made by Jewish transcribers;
while those, and the more numerous, falling into
the hands of Gentile Christians, would not be so
mutilated. There is, therefore, no force in this
objection.

3. We are told that this passage was net quot-
ed by any of the Fathers before Eusebius, who
wrote A.D. 324, from which time it was found in
all subsequent copies; and this proves that it was
an interpolation by him or some other Christian
writer.

I regard this as the weakest reason assigned for
the opinion I am striving to show as unwarranted.
First, Because many of the writings of the Fathers
are lost; and no one can say that this passage was
not quoted by some of them. Second, Because
neither Eusebius nor any other Christian writer
would put such sentences together in an interpola-
tion, in some particulars contradicting the Evan-
gelists, and in others slurring the Christians, and
extenuating the fact of Jewish violence in the mur-
der of Christ. Third, Because the Roman histo-
rian Tacitus, who wrote A.D. no, narrates in his
own language the main ideas of this passage, which